GETTING BADGE ACTIVITIES SIGNED IN YOUR BOOK

There still appears to be some confusion as to how the Scout Section runs its badge activities. This has been explained to the Scouts and those parents who listen at Parade multiple times each term. However it appears that some Scouts have difficulty in explaining the system to their parents. It would be helpful if Parents would read this document and make sure that they and their Scouts understand it.

The Scout section is very different from the Cub section.  In the Cub section, most things were done for you.  However in Scouts we take part in more adventurous activities and more camping.  Scouts themselves become responsible for making sure that they have a great experience with their Scouting friends.  This is so that Scouts are developing their own independence, and gaining new Leadership skills.

How do you get the Pioneer Badge?

The Scout leaders make sure that everyone who wants to will get their Pioneer (Red) badge.  This is achieved by turning up, taking part in activities and discussions, attending some out of hall activities, and having the book signed. With moderate diligence every Scout should have achieved this award in about 1 year.
Does the Scout need the Pioneer badge? 
Yes. It teaches the minimum skills necessary to camp and take part in most activities. It is also a prerequisite for attendance at Jamboree.

Do you want your book to be signed?  
Certainly Gecko and Socks want to see you making progress through the great activities in your Scout Record Book.  However, we cannot sign it if you don’t bring it in.  Please bring your book EVERY week.  It is considered part of your uniform.

It would be most helpful if you familiarise yourself with the contents of the badge activities.  It will take you about fifteen minutes to read through your level.  When you think you have done something satisfactorily, please approach your Patrol Leader (for Pioneer level) or Leaders (for other levels) so that your book can be signed.

How does a Scout gain an Explorer or Adventurer Badge?

With the Explorer (Blue) and Adventurer (Green) levels, we expect you to take a further step.  This is the step of Initiative.  How did the Scouts on the Honour Board get their Green Cords ?  They looked in the Record Book, saw what was required, chose activities and tackled them.  Their leaders helped them in their endeavours, but the effort and initiative came from the Scouts.  By aiming to achieve the Green cord, they gained the most from Scouting and enjoyed themselves immensely.

Does the Scout need the Explorer or Adventurer badges? 
No. The vast majority of Scouts do not gain these badges. Every year about 15 Adventurer badges are awarded in the whole of the Greater Western Sydney Region. The number of Explorer badges are perhaps double that. These badges are for those Scouts with the maturity to set themselves goals, and the motivation to achieve more. The desire for these badges must come from the Scout, not from a pushy Parent, or ambitious Leaders. Having said that, any Scout who wishes to gain these awards will receive whatever help and encouragement they need from the Leaders.

Can a Scout ask for something to be put in the program?

While the Explorer requirements are not part of the normal programming, at every Patrol Council (at least 2 per term) and every Troop Council (2 per term) we ask if anyone wants any particular badge requirement looked at or programmed. 

When does the Record Book get signed?

The Record Book can be signed at any time. However some times the Leaders and Patrol Leaders are busy – in which case you will be asked to present your Record Book at a more convenient time. We also have 3 or 4 nights a term when we specifically plan to do badge related activities and sign your books.

In addition to the badges in the front of your book, there are proficiency badges at the back.  There is something for everyone, and probably you could get some of them very easily.  Have a look.
Socks & Gecko

