
Saving Private Sarbi 

Private Sarbi grew up in the town of Bowral in the NSW Southern Highlands. 

Private Sarbi enlisted with the Australian Army and then trained up to become a valued member of the Incident 
Response Unit and was deployed as part of the security force covering the Commonwealth Games in Melbourne in 
2006. 

In 2007 Private Sarbi had her first deployment to Afghanistan as part of the Australian Special Forces Unit. This was a 
successful tour of duty and returned safely to family back in Australia. 

It was during Private Sarbi’s return to Afghanistan in 2008 when things went horribly wrong. During a regular patrol, 
Private Sarbi and several other Personnel came into surprise battle with the Taliban. During this battle 9 Australia 
soldiers were heavily injured. It was this battle where Trooper Mark Donaldson risked his own life to run out in front 
of enemy fire to rescue a civilian that had been assisting them. Trooper Mark Donaldson was awarded the 
prestigious Victoria Cross for this act of bravery. But sadly during this battle Private Sarbi disappeared, it was feared 
that she was taken by the Taliban or worse had died. This battle was so bad that all the vehicles had to be used to 
carry the wounded back to base and the soldiers had to walk back. 

That night was a very sad night for our soldiers because they had lost one of their own. 

For over a year, the soldiers kept an eye out for Private Sarbi in the hope that they would find out what became of 
her. Her friends and family back home were devastated. 

The US Soldiers and the Australian soldiers talked quite often so they too knew about Private Sarbi and kept an eye 
out for her. 

Some 14 Months later American Soldiers were patrolling the area and noticed someone strange and out of place.  
They spotted someone wandering around with a local Afghan man. After some checking it was confirmed, that they 
had found Private Sarbi. Private Sarbi returned to the Australian Base with great fanfare. 

After going through some medical checks Private Sarbi was cleared to return home to her friends and family. 

On the 5th of April 2011 Private Sarbi was awarded the prestigious Purple Cross.  

Can anyone tell me what makes this story so special? 
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Private Sarbi 
RSPCA Purple Cross Recipient 


