
Welcome back to Scouts and welcome to 
2010! This will be a great year for Ermington 
Scout Group! 
 
What better start could we have had than 4 
leaders and 22 Scouts having the “Summer of 
their Lives”  at AJ2010, 10 plus days of ac-
tion packed, fun filled excitement (and that 
was just the leaders!)  Even more fun and 
excitement was there for the Scouts!  I would 
like to personally thank Gecko and Socks, 
who were our troop Line Leaders and Ghost, 
who was a leader on the City Tour Game.  I 
enjoyed meeting and greeting all the visitors 
and the Cubs on Visitor’s/Future Scout Day 
as well as saying G’Day to leaders and 
Scouts alike when they came to visit me in 
the Jamboree Administration Office.  I could 
have done without the thousands of items of 
lost property that came through my office.  
After it has sat wet in a bag for several hours 
(and sometimes days) it was really on the 
nose….  At one stage I thought I would open 
a shoe, water bottle, back pack and hat shop!  
Could have done a roaring trade…  thank-
fully Ermington parents have all learned to 
write names and troop numbers in gear, so 
there was very little Ermington property pass 
through our office! 
 
We met Scouts and Leaders from other re-
gions, other states and other countries.  We 
all made new friends and some of these 
friendships will continue on through Jambo-
rees for many years.  Our Cubs came to visit 
the Jamboree and experience some of the 
activities offered to the Scouts.  By the depth 
of the dirt and the excitement on those very 
tired faces (and the Cubs were excited and 
dirty too), I think our Packs and their Leaders 
will be champing at the bit for the Hunter & 
Coastal Cub-o-ree later this year and then the 
big one, NSW Cuboree in January 2011!   
 
On the subject of Cubs, most of our Cub and 
Joey parents would already be aware that we 
are starting a new Cub Pack this week.  The 
Tuesday Cub Pack will continue to meet on 

Tuesdays at 7 pm and will be known as 
“Blaxland”  pack after Gregory Blaxland, one 
of the founding fathers of this area.  The new 
Cub Pack will be “Spurway”  pack and will 
meet on Thursday afternoons from 5.00-
6.30pm.  This new pack with the earlier 
meeting time, will make it possible for some 
of our younger people who don’ t cope well 
with 8.30pm finishes, to continue on their 
Scouting journey with 1st Ermington.  
 
We have some good news to start off the 
year!  Ermington Cubs now have 2 Wobbe-
gong canoes!  These canoes are strong, hard 
wearing and almost indestructible and should 
take the wear and tear that happy, active Cub-
bies can dish out.  Our Erm canoes (the 
brown and yellow fibreglass ones) need a bit 
more TLC than younger members can some-
times manage.  With these 2 new canoes of 
there own, the Cubs can be Cubs without 
risking accidental damages to the older ca-
noes.  I will look forward to seeing more 
Cubs and Joeys trying out the new big ca-
noes! 
 
The Venturers are coming!  By the end of 
this term, the Ermington Venturer Unit 
should be registered and fully functional in 
its own right!  How exciting for the Scouts 
that are ready to go up in the next few 
months and those who have been marking 
time for the past 6 months waiting for the big 
day when they are “ legal” .  I hear that there is 
a big effort for the Venturers to gain their 
Venturer skills award in time for Ermington 
to enter Dragonskin, the major event for Ven-
turers in the State.  Please give the new unit 
your congratulations and support.  It has been 
12 years since Ermington had a Venturer 
Unit operating and I congratulate the leaders, 
Chris Lummis and Andrew de Jersey for hav-
ing the conviction to press on, even when  
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things were not looking good and they were having a hard time carrying the youth members through the tough transition time. It 
is a great thing that once again, our Scouts can continue their Scouting journey in their own group, with their friends and work 
with their new friends from the Winston Hills Venturer unit, who have so graciously hosted our leaders and youth members over 
the transition period. 
 
Our combined Group Council and Group Committee meeting will take place on 10th February.  At this meeting, the committee 
and council work together to develop the outcomes that they would like to see the group achieve in the next 12-18 months.  This 
gives us our direction and keeps our group strong and working towards achieving the best possible experiences for our youth 
members.  If you have any ideas or suggestions that you would like the combined meeting to discuss, please speak to either your 
section leader or a committee member and ask them to speak on your behalf.   
 
At this meeting, one of the issues we will be looking at, is the sustainability of the level of Group Fees.  Unfortunately, we have 
had to raise the fees for the first time in two years, as NSW State fees and insurance costs have increased significantly.  Fees are 
essential to running the program for the youth.  We will be considering a number of options that your leaders and committee are 
preparing and we hope to find a different way of raising sufficient funds to maintain the group without increasing the costs to 
parents and if possible to decrease the costs.  I have no promises on this aspect, but hopefully, between us, we can become a little 
creative and find a solution that will help our families. 
 
Our youth program this term looks to be very exciting and is a great introduction to Scouting for the new members and an exten-
sion of the Scouting experience for our youth members who will be moving on to a new section and new challenges this year.  
To those young people looking to complete their major section awards this year, I admire you for your commitment to Scouting 
and your efforts to achieve your very best! 
 
Good Scouting to all! 
 
 
Potoroo  
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Joeys Leader:  
“Dingo”  Anthony Scarman 
9402 5620 

Associate Leader: 
“  Magpie”  Peter Barber 

Associate Leader: 
“Lorikeet”  Josie Botto 

Blaxland 
Cubs 

Leader: 
“Akela”  Virginia Klomp 
9684 5152 

Assistant Leader: 
“Baloo”  Robert Hunter 
 

Assistant Leader (Trainee): 
“Kaa”  Eksaenna Tjhauw 

 Assistant Leader (Trainee): 
“Hathi”  Diane Higgins 

Assistant Leader (Trainee): 
“Bandicoot”  Bernie Worsley 

Associate Leader: 
“Kim”  Julianne Lockhart 

Spurway 
Cubs 

Leader (Trainee): 
“Raksha”  Sandy Knox 
9614 1146 

Assistant Leader: 
“Ghost”  Mark Andrews 
 

 

Scouts Leader: 
“Gecko”  Clinton Stewart 
9801 1717 

Assistant Leader: 
“Socks”  Meredith Stewart 
 

Associate Leader (Trainee): 
“Panda”  Tallia Joel 

 Assistant Leader (Trainee): 
“Boots”  Kat Hawkens 

  

 Associate Leader (Trainee): 
Peter Annetts 

  

Venturers Leader:  
“Blue Tongue”  Chris Lummis 
9680 0032 

Assistant Leader: 
“Zaphod”  Andrew de Jersey 
 

Assistant Leader (Trainee): 
“Hobbes”  Nerida Ewings 

Other  Group Leader: 
“Potoroo”  Tracey Hansford 
9874 2281 

  

President: Julie Bonaccorso 
9630 8220 

Fundraising Co-Ordinator : 
 

Ann Chong 
 

Secretary:  Joanna de Jersey 
9638 2517 

BBQ Shopping: Fran Cutler 
9638 1524 

Treasurer  &  Trustee: Michael Majoor 
9684 1394 

Hall Bookings: Jean Majoor 
9684 1394 

Trustee: Peter Hodgson 
9874 2281 

Newsletter  Co-Ordinator: Jenny Marks 
 

We’d love to see some new faces at Committee meetings. For  fur ther  details contact President—Julie Bonaccorso on 
9630 8220 or  via email on president@ermingtonscouts.asn.au  

Development: Dawn English 
8677 1889 

Website: Bruce Knox 
9614 1146 

Public Relations: VACANT Job Week: VACANT 

Vice President: Mark Richard 
8812 5660 

BBQ Roster : Vanessa O’Brien 
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